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VII. BICYCLE ACCESS

Bicycles may legally use both street and sidewalk, and need to be considered under
both conditions.  When work encroaches upon a bike lane, bike trail, or a road or sidewalk
commonly used by bicyclists, as identified on Seattle Transportation’s “Seattle Bicycling
Guide Map”, a maximum effort must be made to provide and maintain a safe, clearly
defined and convenient bicycle way separate from the work area.  Closing a bike lane
requires the signage and traffic control as does a motor vehicle use lane.  The contractor
shall not force a cyclist into an unsafe condition, such as grating, uneven pavement,
debris, or an abrupt stop within moving traffic, as part of his traffic control.  The contractor
shall not install “Bicyclists dismount “ signs at the closure of a bike lane, but shall use
advance signage that the bike lane is closed at a place where the cyclist can modify their
route if need be. Bike lanes and other identified bike routes, notably sidewalks on bridges,
shall be kept free of obstructions.  If this is not possible, safe access shall be provided
within the existing moving lanes, with proper advanced warning of the bike lane or route
closure.

Bike trails, notably Burke Gilman Trail, need to have proper signing and traffic control
equipment used.  A bike trail shall be maintained at a minimum of 8’, and if this width
cannot be provided, flagging and/or an approved detour route shall be required.

VIII. DETOURS AND STREET CLOSURES (Figure VIII-1)

Several elements, in addition to those indicated in Chapter I, are involved whenever it is
deemed necessary before or during the course of a project to close an existing street
and create a detour.

A. Permission and Notification

Notification shall be given to and permission obtained from Seattle
Transportation, Traffic Management Division, as outlined in Chapter II of this
Manual. The Contractor or Utility shall submit detour schedules and diagrams
showing the steps required to maintain the detour during each phase of
construction and showing the type, number and placement of all traffic control
equipment. The submittal shall include a tentative schedule indicating when
specific signs, barricades and pavement markings will be activated and
deactivated.

B. Detour Requirements

All detours shall meet the following requirements in addition to any specified
by the Traffic Engineer as being necessary for a particular project:

1. The detour shall be as simple and direct as possible.
2. No turns shall be used on the detour other than those required to

leave or enter the closed street or the parallel detour route.
3. Streets less than 36 feet in width shall be used for detouring only

one direction of traffic unless parking on one or more sides
restricted.


